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tttÏËffi MAKH$ its mark by detecting excessive industrial odours and helping companies solve the problems

Opportuniryis inthe air
P A U L  D E L E A N  T H E  G A Z E T T E

the Ëntrêpreneur$

Ëïï hemoreThierryPagé
' 

I' learnedabouttheerM-
I ronmentalctrallenges

of modern inùrstry the more
he smelled opportunttfi
Odours flom inalustial
prooesses are afact of life the
world ovex, one that citizens
and gorrernments are increas-
ingly loath to tolerate.

Helping companies and'
municipal utilities control
those odours was.aneed that
codd only grow, in his view.

It led the École Polltech-
nique graduate to start up an
odour-monltoring business,
Odotech Inc., a Polytech-
nique spinoff that has ex-'
panded fbom two employees
to 50, opened offices in France
and Chile, and this year
marks its 10th War in opera-
ton.

Since 2006, it has had a
strategic partrership with
the world's leading operator
of water senrices, Veolia, for
the commercializaton of lts
technolory

"ïVe have projects with
them around the worl4" Pagé
saial.

Odotech already has won
several buslness awards and
recently was cited as a Que-
bec flnalist in the "nleÂntech"
category for the 2009 Ernst &
Young entrepreneur of the
yearawards.

"The wod< is very stimulat-
ing," saidPaté,38, in an inten-
vlew at corporate headquar-
ters on Queen. Mary Rd.
fEræny time we help an indus
trial enterprlse solve a prob
len\ tbe quality of life of hun-
dreds of people æts tmproved.
Senrcnty per cent of airquality
compl,aints in industrialized

counfiesareaboutodou-
A key to Odotech's emer-

gence has been its develop-
ment of a Ftented "electron-
ic nose," a box the size of a
residential electrical panel
containlng sensors that con-
tinuously monitor air quality
The readings are analyzedby

a computer progfam and ac-
cessible by Internet. They
show how far the smell will
cerry

Oflcials get notiûed dlrect-
ly if norms are exceeded-

"This wa]:! they're the ûrst
to knoq so they can react ac-
cordingly It's proactive. Used

to bê the phone snll's çams
ûtst "PagÉsaial"

Odotech also works wlth
the companies ùoûndways of
reduclngthe srnells ln acost
fficientwry

fitat means understanding
and analyzing the induskial
processes employeù

'We help everyone from
small businesses to tlre
largpst manufacturcrs. Most
wanttô be epod neigbbours,"
Pagé said. 'If t]re solutions
were obvious, they'd have
found them already. But
there usually is one if you
ûgure out wbat the problem

is and do a thorowb diagno
sis. We bring objectivity to a
problem that often ls treated
subjectively"

Odotech has cUents in 20
countrles, lncluding several
waste-Eeatment plants and
operators of landûll sites.

Pagé said armual revenue
falls into the "$3 million-to-
$rnllllOt"lgngg

He's still the major share-
holden but now has 15 part-
ners, lncluding several em-
Plqæes.

It was dwing hts c,hemical-
engineering studies at École
Polytechnique @e subs*
quently obtained a master's
degree ln Beletum) that Pagé
began to focus on air quality
and more speciôcally odour
nânagemeùrt. One of the ear-' 
V BroJects he was innlved in
was tbe municipal tran.lffll

. site atthe oldMiron quarry
tnSt ùIir,beL

When he couldn't ûnd an
employer doing the kind of
wor* he really wanted to do,
helarmchedOdotech-

"What I didn't realize (at
' untverslty) ls that I'm an en-

hepr€neur," he said. 'I

tbon&t I was a researrhef, "
His goal, he said, is for

Odotech to become a global
brand synonymous'r,vith solu-
tions in odoru monitoring.

"Smell ls by qar the most
complex sensg," Pagé said.
"Human DNA contalns one
gene for hearing, three for vi-
stron, Ul for taste and 1,0fl) for
smell. Ifs alnost unexplored
territory There is muù lefr to
doanddiscover"

pdelean@
thegazette.canwest.com
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CEO Thierry Pagé says his goalfor Odotech is to become a global brand synonymous with solutions in odour monitoring.


